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assembled at Belfast, presented their famous address to Lord
Charlemont in favour of the admission of Catholics to the
suffrage.1

A very different spirit, however, animated the early Orange-
men. The upper classes at first generally held aloof from the
society ; for a considerable time it appears to have been almost
confined to the Protestant peasantry of Ulster, and the title of
Orangeman was probably assumed by numbers who had never
joined the organisation, who were simply Peep of Day Boys
taking a new name, and whose conduct was certainly not such
as those who instituted the society had intended.2

A terrible persecution of the Catholics immediately followed.
The animosities between the lower orders of the two religions,
which had long been little bridled, burst out afresh, and after the
battle of the Diamond, the Protestant rabble of the county of
Armagh, and of part of the adjoining counties, determined by
continuous outrages to drive the Catholics from the country.
Their cabins were placarded, or, as it was termed, c papered,"
with the words, ' To hell or Connaught,' and if the occupants did
not at once abandon them, they were attacked at night by an
armed mob. The webs and looms of the poor Catholic weavers
were cut and destroyed. Every article of furniture was shat-
tered or burnt. The houses were often set on fire, and the
inmates were driven homeless into the world. The rioters
met with scarcely any resistance or disturbance. Twelve or
fourteen houses were sometimes wrecked in a single uigljt.
Several Catholic chapels were burnt, and the persecution,
which began in the county of Armagh, soon extended over a
wide area in the counties of Tyrone, Down, Antrim, and Deny.3

1  Compare   Gilbert's   History   of     176.   It seems clear that the society
Dublin, iii. 40-53; Tone's Memoirs,!.     was originally founded with a defensive
203; Grattan's Life, iii. 228; and an     object.    On the other hand, the de-
article in the Quarterly Review, Dec.     predators called themselves, and were
1849, on the Orange Society.                   called by others, Orangemen, and the

2  The later Orangemen have been     Peep of Day Boys rapidly merged into
extremely anxious   to   disclaim   all     Orangemen, and ceased to exist as a
connection with the outrages of 1795     separate body.    See the evidence of
and 1796, which they attribute wholly     Mr. Christie in the Parl. Rep. on the
to the Peep of Day  Boys.    Seethe     Orange   Society,   quest.   5575-5578.
evidence of the Orange leaders before     We shall have further evidence on this
the Parliamentary Committee of 1835,     matter as we proceed.

and also Mortimer O'Sullivan's Case          3 Parl. Rejj. Orange Society, quest.

of the Protestants of Ireland, pp. 173-     5567-5000.